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It is not probable that a dissolution, even if granted, would, under these circumstances, help us.
It would seem therefore we must act.    How ?
1.   By the introduction of a Bill ?
2.   By resolutions leading to a Bill ?
3.   By resolutions leading to inquiry ?
It seems probable that no measure of Parliamentary Reform could be passed by a Conservative Government except in a Parliament where they have essentially a majority.
Resolutions as the basis of a Bill, though not so immediately dangerous as a proposal of direct legislation, would ultimately lead to defeat.
There remains, therefore, to be considered the case of resolutions, which, though laying down a complete scheme, should end in a Royal Commission.
If the difficulty to which in a moment I will advert could be removed, the chances are that this would be a successful course. It may be assumed that the House of Commons is really opposed to any violent Reform, and to any Reform of any kind which is immediate; and the longer the decision of its opinion can be delayed, the more likely it will be in favor of moderation and postponement.
If the first week of March was fixed for the introduction of the resolutions, the discussion on them need not commence until the first week in April.
If the House then gets involved in the discussion, the Liberal party will probably be broken up.
If, as is more likely, Mr. Gladstone meets the Ministerial motion by a general resolution in favor of immediate legislation, it is not impossible he may be defeated, which will establish the Government. But if he succeed it will probably be by a narrow majority, and the dissolution would then take place on an issue between Bright's policy and our programme.
But to insure the success of such a campaign one condition is necessary: that there should be substantial grounds for a Royal Commission, and this is the difficulty to which I referred.
I myself am at a loss to find these grounds, and this is the point on which the thought of the Cabinet should be concentrated.
If the resolutions at present in your portfolio were adopted, there would be substantial grounds, in a great degree arising from the necessary resettlement of the boundaries of the smaller boroughs; but reflection persuades me that this proposal would not, on the whole, be a wise one; because one of our leading principles should be to enlist, as far asthat of the Dunkellin amendment by adopting a rating and not a rental basis. It involved ansed for only a limited period by their predecessors.fterwards 1st Lord AmptMll.
